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The Pentateuch in the Light of Today. By Alfred Holborx, 
A.M. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp.113. 
So. 75, net. 

Thoughtful readers of the Bible whose knowledge of the higher 
criticism is derived only from vague and often hostile opinions will 
find this book most helpful toward reaching an independent judgment. 
Delivered originally as a course of lectures before a Sunday school 
union, it assumes in the reader only an average Bible student's ability 
to use the English Bible. Defining the method of higher criticism as 
a comparing of Scripture with Scripture, it then presents a number of 
passages whose discrepancies call for explanation. Next comes a 
chapter discussing briefly but clearly the principal sources or documents 
postulated by the critics as a reasonable explanation, and each of the 
five books is drawn on for evidence in support of this hypothesis. The 
final chapter discusses the chronology and method of writing, uniting, 
and revising the documents. An analytic diagram of the sources based 
on Driver, a list of authorities, and an index are appended to aid in 
further study. 

Dean A. Walker. 

South West Harhor, Me. 



The American Bible : The Books of the Bible in Modern Eng- 
lish for American Readers. By Frank Schell Ballentine. 
Scranton, Pa.: Good News Publishing Co., 1902. New 
Testament in five volumes, So. 65 each in cloth. 

This series is a successful attempt to combine the interpretation of 
the literary form of the New Testament with the modernization of its 
language. In the arrangement of the volumes, and in the attention to 
the literary structure, it resembles closely the Modern Reader's Bible 
by Dr. Moulton; but in its colloquial English it is more closely related 
to the Tiventieth Century New Testament, without, however, departing 
so radically as does that work from the stateliness of the Authorized and 
the Revised Versions. It is thus better adapted to public use than 
the Twentieth Century New Testament, and its form in the small volumes 
is more convenient. Each volume contains a preface setting forth the 
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characteristics of the different New Testament books included within it. 
It then gives the text of those books in the modern English dress 
already referred to, and closes with a series of notes both upon the 
meaning of the structure and upon the text. Quotations from the 
Old Testament are put into smaller type. Conversation is indicated 
by quotation marks, which makes it much more easily recognizable 
than in the usual versions. Careful attention has been given to the 
metrical structure of the Hebrew poetry wherever it appears in the 
New Testament. Much force is also gained in many passages by the 
proper translation of the Greek imperfect where the ordinary versions 
make no distinction between it and the aorist. An example of this is 
found in the following verses of John 3:20, 21 : 

For everyone who keeps doing wrong, 

Hates the light, and keeps away from the light, 
So that his deeds may not be detected. 

But he who keeps doing right 
Comes to the light, 

So that his deeds may be shown to have been done in reliance on God. 

H. L. W 



Broader Bible Study. The Pentateuch. By Alexander Patter- 
son. Philadelphia: George W. Jacobs & Co., 1902. 

This book seeks to serve as a guide to historical Bible study as dis- 
tinguished from the proof-text method, to indicate and emphasize the 
spiritual elements in the biblical narration, and to present its message 
in a form so simple that the average mind may readily comprehend it. 
The author has achieved simplicity at the expense of style, and his 
spiritual teachings are such as have no basis in the historical events 
with which he connects them. A right use of the historical method of 
study as applied to the Old Testament yields the very richest spiritual 
results ; but this book evinces an entire absence of the historical spirit 
and method. The point of view appears in such statements as that 
"wherever the Bible touches science it does so with precision" (p. 22); 
that the climax of Israel's religious history was attained in the time of 
David and Solomon when most of the poetical books, except Job, were 
written (p. 50); that the several persons of the Trinity had a part in 
creation, this being the explanation of the plural form, 'eldhim (p. 58); 
and that Jehovah, as the second person of the Trinity, is to be dis- 
tinguished from God the Father (p. 80). In short, the author seems 
to have been wholly untouched by the results of the last half-century of 



